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June 1984
PEST'S POTATO PROJECT
This year PEST is launching a two­
pronged, focussed effort to: (l) Pro­
vide information about Potato Pesti­
cides, particulary TEMIK, to resid­
ents of potato growing area. Parti­
cular attention to TEMIK is justified, 
we feel, because of its great toxicity, 
and stability under Maine conditions 
and the fact that it has contaminated 
more than 100 wells in Mane, with much 
testing still to be done, and (2) * 
Encourage more research and better co­
ordination and networking of research 
on HOW TO GROW POTATOES WITHOUT USING 
CHEMICAL PESTICIDES OR FERTILIZERS*
The first part of this project, the 
mostly-TEMIK-focussed part, will in­
volve our assessing as many studies 
of TEMIK as we can# A longtime PEST 
member who have advanced training as 
a medical technician with knowledge 
of toxicology and pesticides will 
assist us in reviewing a variety of 
sources. Based on this assessment 
PEST will produce two information 
bulletins on TEMIK for distribution 
by us and/or by community groups 
in the temik-affected areas of 
Arrostook and Penobsot Counties#
One of these will be a brief two- 
pg. summary for general use, the 
second will be longer and more de­
tailed, for those who want more 
in-depth information# We plan to 
place ads in papers circulating in 
the TEMIK zones offering these in­
formation bulletins and also offering 
to put the people who have TEMIK in 
their wellwater in touch with one 
another. One possible result of 
this might ultimately be legal 
action against TEMIK*s manufacturer, 
Union Carbide, which has already been 
sued by a group of people in Long 
Island^ potato country whose wells 
are contaminated with the insecticide#
We also plan to keep pressure on the 
state to test much more agressively
for TEMIK in all the regions where it 
has been used# At present Union Car­
bide is running the testing program 
in 1 cooperation1 with the University 
of Maine, and no additional wells are 
being tested# The ones already found 
contaminated are being retested annual 
ly and, contrary to what Union Carbide 
said would happen, there has been no 
significant reduction in TEMIK levels 
and in some cases levels of contaminate 
have gone up even though in many cases 
there has been no recentTEMlK appli­
cation near them# In the other part 
of our POTATO PROJECT, the more Up­
beat part, PEST will be working with 
MOFGA, which plans this year to act- 
tivate its long-discussed * conversion11 
of a commercial farmer from chemical 
to organic potato production# Recent­
ly a commercial potato farmer with 250 
acres of potatoes in western Maine 
approached MOFGA and asked that his 
farm be the site of the conversion 
effort. PEST has been trying to 
keep up with research on alternative 
ways of dealing with Colorado potato 
beetle and aphids, the two potato pests 
against which TEMIK is used. We1 ve 
found, interestingly, that some re­
searchers don*t seem adequately aware 
of related research on non-chemical 
control of these pests done at in­
stitutions other than their own* En­
tomologists at the University of 
Maryland, for example, are testing 
what they say looks like a very 
effective Colorado beetle egg mass 
parasite which Cornell researchers 
did not mention in a recent volume 
on advances in potato pest management# 
This may be because the University of 
Maryland work was geared to controlling 
the beetle on tomatoes, another fav­
orite food of the voracious Colorado. 
In any case, we will be offering 
all the support we can by way of con­
tacts and info# to the MOFGA “con­
version*1 effort, and to anyone else 
who may want to know more about 
raising potatoes without the in­
credibly intensive use of insecti­
cides, fungicides and herbicides 
to which this most Maine crops is 
now— unnecessarily, we maintain—  
subjected# Part of our effort will 
also be a compaign to encourage re­
searchers to STEP U? THE PaCE of 
potato pest control research geared 
to non-chemical manangement methods 
Because of the money and influence 
of the chemical companies, the lion*s 
share of pest con rol research is 
still devoted to various Mnew chemical 
breakthroughs.11 PEST has obtained 
some modest potential funding for our 
POTATO PROJECT, and Bohrd member 
Bo Yerxa, who yearns to return to his 
native Arrostook County to help pro­
mote and possibly grow.organic potatoes, 
will be involved in the effort, along 
with other PEST people# Lest us have 
your comments, and get in touch if 
you*d like to help.
WALD0B0R0 DAIS TRIATHLON
The Waldoboro Days Triathlon on Sat#
June 23rd will be a race of canoeing 
(5 miles) runnign (6.2 miles) and 
biking(25 miles) for the “iron per­
son1 or for relay teams of two, 
three, four or more members. Young 
or old, fast or slow, woman or man, 
well seasoned or not, all can partic­
ipate. You don*t even need a conoei 
In the recreational class, any self- 
propelled boat will do i The idea 
is to have a good time and to sup­
port a good cause. All the proceeds 
will go to the Family Violence Pro­
ject and New Hope for Women which 
provide shelter and services for 
battered women and their families.
Their mission is to end all family 
violence in Kennebec, Somerset,
Waldo, Knox and Lincoln counties# 
the triathlon is the main feature of 
Waldoboro Days which is a celebration 
of 175 years of rural Maine living 
and coastal productivity# It is spon­
sored by the local merchants and 
features bands, bazaars, street 
dancing and games, Waldoboro is 
within 10 miles of scenic Damariscotta 
and the beautiful villages of Round 
Pond and Bristol. The runners1 course 
winds through some of the most beaut­
iful saltwater farms in Maine# So come 
and get some good exercise in the 
beautiful outdoors and help supp­
ort the shelters# Find a good groups 
of souls - one with a bike, one with 
a boat and put together a team for 
the Waldoboro Days Triathlon on June 
23rd# For an application form, send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to Waldoboro Days Triathlon, P.0. Box 
304, Augusta, Me., 04330; 623-3569.
WE HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW 
Now that we have a law guaranteeing 
us the Right to Know what hazards 
we face in the workplace what we 
need to know is how to use the Law, 
how to take action, and what to do 
once we have identified those hazards. 
Come to the Conterence - Find out 
about: How to look for toxic hazards, 
and identify them, The Community 
right to know - Labor/Community Stra­
tegies on hazardous waste, Worker 
Compensation, Taking action at the 
shop or office, Bargaining for health 
and safety. This is a tentative 
list of workshops - more may be 
added and information will go out 
at a later * date. Keynote speaker 
is Tony Mazzocchi, for VP OCAWAsso. 
Director, Institute for Labor Ed# 
and Research, NYC. The Institute 
for Labor Studies, New Hampshire 
College School of Human Services 
is organizing the conference# The 
cost will be $5*00 per person - $3 
for unemployed or retired# (Lunch $3*50) 
with pre-registration. The timeis 
9:00 a.ra. to 4:00 p.m# Contact School 
of Human Services New Hampshire College, 
Route 3, Hooksett, New Hampshire#
ARTISTS CaLL AGAINST U.S. INTERVENTION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA
On the fifth anniversary of the Nic­
araguan revolution the Artists call 
against U.S. Intervention in Central 
America and the Sandinista Assoc, of 
Cultural workers (ASTC) in Managua 
are co-sponsoring a trip to Nicaragua.
A delegation of educators and cultural 
workers will have the opportunity to 
learn about the social transformation 
that is taking place in Nicaragua, from 
July 14-28. The trip will emphasize 
the work being done in education and 
the arts. Delegates will attend the 
second international conference of 
the ASTC in Managua, join in the ann­
iversary celebration and travel through 
the country meeting government officials 
and ordinary people. This is a chance 
to learn how the Nicaraguan people 
view their lives, their revolution, 
and the U.S# role in their country# .
If you are interested in participating 
you can get more info, by contacting: 
Artists Call Delegation, c/o Judy 
Branfman, RFD #1 Box 110 A, Pomfret 
Center, Conn. 06259 - 947-0276.
LABOR IN THE 80* S
A series of different workshops to 
start at 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m#, 
on Sat# June Some of the Con­
current workshops are: The Promise 
and Reality of “High Tech11, Alter­
natives to corporate pension fund 
abuse, The U.S# Labor Movement and 
the war in Central America, Closing 
the Wage Gap, plus more# There will 
be a film - “The Business of America"
The Place is 100 Jenness Hall, Univ. 
of Maine Orono. Cost $15• Write
Bureau of Labor Education 123, College 
Ave# Orono, Maine 04473 for Registration 
form or Info.
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TAKE BACK THE NIGHT 1984
The Maine Take Back the Night 1984 
Coalition is busily preparing for our 
June 1st weekend of events to bring 
attention to the issue of violence 
against women* We are organised 
as a coalition of diverse women who 
are concerned about the far-reach­
ing problem of ciolence in our 
lives, and in our society* Sharing 
our individual experience brings the 
issue of ciolence against women closer 
to our collective lives* We have no 
way of knowing the actual numbers of 
women who are abused and harassed in 
their homes, on the job, in the 
streets, and in their communities.
Our society has traditionally re­
inforced women's silence about such 
violence* We in the TAKE BACK THE 
NIGHT 1984 Coalition are committed 
to breaking that silence. Our aim 
for the June 1st weekend is to edu­
cate the public about the severity 
and realities of ciolence against 
women, to share our experiences and 
strategies to empower women, and to 
create community support in ending 
abuse wherever it exists in our lives. 
The TAKE bACK THE NIGHT 1984 Coalition 
invites you to participate in Maine1 s 
third annual TAKE BACK THE NIGHT event. 
We hope to encourage hundreds of 
women to join us in our efforts to­
wards ending violence against women. 
This event will take place from 
June 1 to June 3* 1984. As plans 
become finalized, more detailed info, 
of the weekend and the specific 
schedule of events will be publicized©
For more info, write to: Maine Take 
Back the Night 1984 Coalition, Univ© 
of So. Maine Univ. Women's Forum,
96 Falmouth St.. Portland, Me. 04103, 
or call: 799-6905, 761-1549, 773-3333, 
780-4086.
flite
Want some entertainment for your 
groupfs next gathering and get edu­
cated at the same time? Make a FLITE 
reservation. FLITE (Family Life Im­
provise tional Theatre Educators) is 
a group of people from the Bangor 
area, many from social agencies, who 
provide educational programs on is­
sues such as teen pregnancy, alcohol 
and drug abuse, battered women and 
family violence, incest, divorce, 
and sexual harassment. Through the 
use of improvisational theater, their 
ideas and messages are presented in 
an especially entertaining way.
Each performance is unique, with 
a preconceived structure for the topic 
but primarily ad-libbed discussion 
within the performance. Each perfor­
mer creates her/his own characters 
and attempts to involve the audiences 
in the scene, both through the dia-
logue and by encouraging their ima­
ginations to run free. A discussion 
between performers and audience 
follows each performance.
For more information or bookings, 
contact Marian Allen, Comm. Health/ 
Counseling, Illinois Aye., Bangor 
04401, 947-0366.
Clergy and Laity Concerned (CALC) 
will be offering two unique and dif­
ferent kinds of educational programs 
to people throughout the state at 
Pilgrim Lodge in West Gardiner on 
June 1-2.
"Fundraising for Peace and Justice 
Groups" wi11 be led bv^Experienced 
fundraiser Elizabeth Broder of New 
York, a consultant to numerous local 
and national groups. What kind of 
a plan can your group develop to keep 
going or even to expand? What kinds 
of fundraising methods are expecially 
effective for grass roots or social 
change groups? How do you start a 
pledge program? And more.
Broderfs workshop, open to all 
CALC members (anyone can become a 
CALC^member for $7 or more, which 
includes two subscriptions), will 
go from 2 to 6 PM on Friday, June 
1. A potluck supper will follow.
Then Dorothy Granada and Charles 
Gray, leaders of the "Fast for Life," 
in which eleven people fasted for 
40 days last year to slow down and 
end the nuclear arms race, will give 
an all-day workshop on "Experiments 
in Nonviolence." They will speak 
about the fast and also about other 
forms of nonviolent action as a 
method of struggle and change in 
our society.
This workshop will begin at 9:30 
AM andend about 4 PM. Cost is just 
$2 (open to anyone). Bring a bag 
lunch or a covered dish or salad 
to share. Overnight housing (bring 
bedding) is available at Pilgrim 
Lodge for those attending both events.
Pilgrim Lodge is located off Pond/ 
Neck Rd in West Gardiner, between 
Routes 202 and 126. Call 724-3200 
for directions. For other informa­
tion! Carol Brewster, Box 296, 
Manchester 04351, 622-5234.
If you happen to be passing through 
Madawaska (itfs on the beaten path 
to just about everywhere) between 
June 23 and July 1, st6p and take 
a break at the Acadian Festival.
There will be something for everyone: 
Parade, pageant, fiddling, family 
reunions, games and contests, Aca­
dian ploies (pancakes), Acadian 
supper, fiddler1s contest, beer, and 
a closing community dinner. If you 
wondered where Mainefs French heri­
tage is, look no further.
English will be spoken (as well 
as French, of course), and there will 
be free as well as paid events. Sure- 
you’ll be in Madawaska sometime during 
that week. (And if not, plan a trip.) 
For a brochure and events schedule: 
Chamber of Commerce, Madawaska 04756 
728-7000 or call Glen Daigle, 728-3881.
v o te r  8 4
fiddling
Freeze Voter *84 is underway, and 
canvassers in a number of towns 
have been going door-to-door asking 
for support and votes on election 
day in November for candidates who 
support a nuclear arms freeze and 
related issues. A number of towns/ 
cities have already had or will soon 
have canvasses--Portland, Kennebunk, 
Brunswick, Wiscasset, Rockland, Hal- 
lowell, Augusta, Waterville, Bar 
Harbor, Blue Hill, Orono, and* bther 
locations.
Canvassers have been asking the 
following question: Will you "pledge 
that the freeze will be a key deter­
mining factor in how I vote in 1984." 
They will also be urging those who 
are not registered to bote to regis­
ter and asking for people*s time 
(volunteering to help) and financial 
donations. It is a way to combine 
election work with a crucial issue 
in that election.
To get^necessary materials to hand 
out or to find out who is already 
doing Freeze Voter *84 work in your 
area, contact Freeze Voter board 
members Joe Steinberger, PO Box 7, 
Rockland 04841, 596-0731 or Grace 
Goldberg, Box 911, Damariscotta 
04543, 677-2781.
a l t e r n a t e
Maine has not had a large scale 
educational institute to examine ways 
of bringing progressive change to 
society, but this year is different. 
"Maine Summer Institute 1984: A Forum 
for Democratic Alternatives" will 
feature speakers like Ivan Illich, 
author of many books, including "De­
schooling Society," educator John 
Ohliger, and Tranet*s Bill Ellis.
A conference put on by Common Cause, 
"Instituting Peace," will be held 
on July 28, perceeded by a week of 
. forums and lectures about the Maine 
economy, organic gardening, peace, 
educational alternatives, appropriate 
technology, and you-name-it.
The Institute will be held at the 
Univ. of Maine, Augusta, from July 
21-28 (with one day at UMO, Orono). 
More details will be coming next 
month. For more information: Susan 
Hunt, RFD 3 Box 650, Dexter 04930, 
277-5593or Carol Young at UMA, 
622-7131 ext. 330.
c a l c
f e s t i v a l
The Maine Festival^; which attempts 
to bring various aspects of Maine’s 
entertainment and cultural communi­
ties together for one big event in 
early August, is also offering bits 
and pieces of itself to various aud­
iences in Maine during June to pro­
mote and support the festival.
The Howitzers Mandolin Orchestra, 
Jud the Jester, Jones and Boyce,
Old Grey Goose, and the Blue Sky 
Serenaders will perform at 8 PM on 
June 1 at the Portland Performing 
ARts Center, 25A Forest Ave. (The 
Howitzers, a 32-person mandolin band, 
will play separately on June 2 at 
the Hancock Co. auditorium in Ells* 
worth.)
Some of these same groups plus 
David Mallett, Jackson Gilman, Fred 
Pike and Tommy Farrell, Abrams and 
Anderson, and Buckfield Leather and 
Lather will give samplers on June 
16 at the City Theater in Biddeford, 
at the Waterville Opera House on 
June23, and at the Central School 
Auditorium in Auburn on June 30. 
Tickets are $4.50-6 for all events.
For a schedule of Maine Festival 
events (Aug. 3-5), contact the Maine 
Festival, Box 192, Brunswick 04011, 
725-8731 ext. 704.
pentecost
Pentecost is the celebrating of 
the birth of the Christian church 
seven weeks after Easter. In Maine, 
several groups have declared June 
10 to be "Peace Pentecost” and are 
making plans to observe the day with 
a peace theme.
In Portland, Pax Christ! (Catholic 
Peace organization) will be sponsor­
ing an Ecumenical Pentecost Peace 
Assembly from 1 PM’until ? at the 
Eastern Promenade. Senate candidate 
Libby Mitchell will be a major speak­
er along with clergy and peace lead­
ers from around the area and state. 
They will alternate with musicians 
and other performers, making the 
peace theme a joyful experience.
Children as well as adults are 
urged to come, with some events es­
pecially for both groups. It should 
be an ideal spot for picnic lunches. 
There wonft be a religious service, 
but people are urged to pray/hope 
for good weather. Peace and social 
change groups are urged to have in- 
formational/dsiplay tables at the 
event. For more information or to 
help with publicity: Sam Beder, RR 
5 Box 84, Cape Elizabeth 04107, 
767-3429 or 772-6049.
In Waterville, a similar June 10 
event, sponsored by Pax Christ! and 
Watervilie-area CALC (Clergy and 
Laity Concerned) will be held at 
Friends China Camp on U#S. Route 202 
between China and S. China, from 12 
noon to 5 PM. An ecumenical reli­
gious service will begin things at 
noon, with picnicking, games, and 
ppssibly entertainment from 1-4 PM.
A slide show and discussion by Sue 
and John Silverio, members of the 
Witness for Peace in Nicaragua, will
end the program from 4-5 PM.-- _______:.. . ..; -
Help in publicizing is needed. For 
details, contact Sr. Julie Kane, DHRS, 
224 Main St., Waterville, 873-1146.
More localized June 10 events are 
also planned in Winthrop, Orono, 
and maybe other places in the state.
DISPLACED homemakers
The Region I Displaced Homemakers Net­
work is sponsoring a New England Con­
ference for displaced homemakers, 
service providers, and other ad­
vocates on June 1 and 2 at the Univer- 
sity of So. Maine in Gorham. The 
conference will focus on develop­
ing advocacy skills and strategies
 for influencing public policy 
which affects the personal and work 
lives of women. The opening address 
will be presented by Shirley Sandage, 
Executive Dir. of the Older Women's 
League speaking on "older women: 
Realities and Myths'1 followed by 
worksops on “Older Women's Health", 
"Issues in the Workplace: 1984 and 
Beyond", and "Basic financial Plan­
ning for the Future". Friday evening 
will feature a concert "Songs for the 
road to Empowerment* by musician and 
sonwriter Susan Savell. Saturday's 
activities will include training 
sessions on "Legislative Advocacy* 
by Betsy Sweet, Executive Dir. of 
the Maine Women's Lobby, and the "Job 
Training Partnership Act" with 
Cindy Marano, Co-Director of the Women' 
Workforce Network, wider Opportunities
for Women. The Luncheon speaker will 
be Rep. Elizabeth H. Mitchell add­
ressing rtThe Personal is Political: 
Becoming Invoiced.* Other workshops 
will cover “Economic Justice for 
*omenM, ^Grassroots Organizing11, MXour 
Vote can Make a Difference:.Influ- 
encing the Gender Gap*, and.,fRisk 
Taking and Change: Strategies for 
“aking Decisions11® Fees range from 
$30 for displaced homemakers and 
$40 for service providers to attend 
the entire conference, including over­
night accomodations and meals, to $15 
and $20 to attend one day. Some scholar­
ship assistance is available for 
displaced homemakers. Tickets for the 
Susan Saveli concert are also avail­
able separately for $4 at Gallery 
Music and Buckdancer’s Choice in 
Portland, MacBean*s in Brunswick, 
and at the door. For a conference 
brochure and other information, Please 
contact the Displaced Homemakers Pro., 
University of Maine at Augusta, at 622- 
7131» Ext. 334 or 1-800-442-2092.
Early registrations are encouraged.
nature center
June 20 will be the opening day 
of the Scarborough Marsh Nature Center inScarbough,pdyte MAni.TCtr
is open to school and other groups before the 20th as wel. The walkprovides an excellent opportunity 
to understand the ecology of salt 
marshes (Maine has many) and to see 
a lot of nature in a somewhat 
natural (Portland area) setting. 
Walks cost $1.50. For group reser­
vations or more information, call 
the center at M S - S l M  °r 
MAS, 118 Old Rt. One, Falmouth 
04105, 781-2330.
DEADLINE
The deadline for all articles is 
the 20th of each month. This will 
snaole us to put them together 
and then layout the paper. If 
pou have any questions write to 
Melody Hovey, Box 10, Orland, 
ne. 04472 or P.0. Box 51,
Bucksport, Me. 04416. Or call: 
'-♦69-7961 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
3r 469-2865 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
More Crim e and Less P unishm ent
MY TURN/RICHARD MORAN _________________________________________________ _
If you are looking for an explanation of why we don’t get tough with criminals, 
you need only look at the numbers. Each 
year almost a third of the households in 
America are victimized by violence or theft. 
This amounts to more than 41 million 
crimes, many more than we have the ca­
pacity to punish. There are also too many 
criminals. The best estimated suggest that 
36 million to 40 million people or 16 to 
18 percent of the U.S. population have ar­
rest records for nontraffic offenses. We al­
ready have 2.4 million people under some 
form of correctional supervision, 412,000 of 
them locked away in a prison cell. We don’t 
have room for any more!
The painful fact is that the more crime 
there is the less we are able to punish it. This 
is why the certainty and severity of punish­
ment must go down when the crime fate 
goes up. Countries like Saudi Arabia can 
afford to mete out harsh punishments pre­
cisely because they have so little crime. But 
can we afford to cut off the hands of those 
who committed more than 35 million prop­
erty crimes each year? Can we send them to 
prison? Can we execute more than 22,000 
murderers?
We need to think about the relationship 
between punishment and crime in a new 
way. A decade of sophisticated research has 
failed to provide clear and convincing evi­
dence that the threat of punishment influ­
ences the rate of most major crimes commit­
ted. We assume that punishment deters 
crime, but it just might be the other way 
around. It just might be that crime deters 
punishment: that there is so much crime 
that it simply cannot be punished.
Elite: This is the situation we find our­
selves in today. Just as the decline in the 
number of high-school graduates has made 
it easier to gain admission to the college of 
one’s choice, the gradual increase in the 
criminal population has made it more diffi­
cult to get into prison. While elite colleges 
and universities have held the line on stand­
ards of admissions, some of the most “exclu­
sive” prisons now require about five prior 
felony convictions before an inmate is ac­
cepted into their correctional program. Our 
current crop of prisoners is an elite group, 
on the whole much more serious offenders 
than those who inhabited Alcatraz during 
its heyday.
Given the reality of the numbers it 
makes little sense to blame the police, 
judges or correctional personnel for being 
soft on criminals. There is not much else 
they can do. The police can’t  find most 
criminals and those they find are difficult 
and costly to convict. Those convicted 
can’t all be sent to prison. The social fact is 
that we cannot afford to do nothing about 
crime. The practical reality is that there is 
very little the police, courts or prisons can 
do about the crime problem. The criminal- 
justice system must then become as power­
less as a parent who has charge of hun­
dreds of teen-age children and who is 
nonetheless expected to answer the TV
Some of the most 
‘exclusive’ prisons now 
require about five felony 
convictions before 
an inmate is accepted.
message: “It’s 10 o’clock! Do you know 
where your children are?”
A few statistics from the Justice Depart­
ment’s recent “Report to the Nation on 
Crime and Justice’’ illustrate my point. Of 
every 100 felonies committed in America, 
only 33 are actually reported to the police. 
Of the 33 reported, about 6 are cleared by 
arrest. Of the six arrested, only three are 
prosecuted and convicted. The others are 
rejected or dismissed due to evidence or 
witness, problems or diverted into a treat­
ment program. Of the three convicted, 
only one is sent to prison. The other two 
are placed on probation or some form of 
supervision. Of the select few sent to pris­
on, more than half receive a maximum 
sentence of five years. The average inmate, 
however, graduates into a community- 
based program in about two years. Most 
prisoners gain early release not because 
parole boards are soft on crime, but be­
cause it is much cheaper to supervise a 
criminal in the community. And, of 
course, prison officials must make room 
for the new entering class of recruits sent 
almost daily from the courts.
We could, of course, get tough with the 
people we already have in prison and keep 
them locked up for longer periods of time. 
Yet when measured against the probable 
reduction in crime, prolonged incarceration 
is not worth the financial burden it imposes 
on state and local governments who pay the 
bulk of criminal-justice costs. Besides, those 
states that have tried to gain voter approval 
for bonds to build new prisons often discov­
er that the public is unwilling to pay for 
prison construction.
Expense: And if it were willing to pay, 
prolonged incarceration may not be effec­
tive in reducing crime. In 1981, 124,000 
convicts were released from prison. If we 
had kept them in jail for an additional year, 
how much crime would have been prevent­
ed? While it is not possible to know the true 
amount of crime committed by people re­
leased from prison in any given year, we do 
know the extent to which those under pa­
role are reconfined for major crime convic­
tions. This number is a surprisingly low 6 
percent (after three years it rises to only 11 
percent). Even if released prisoners commit 
an average of two crimes each, this would 
amount to only 15,(XX) crimes prevented: a 
drop in the bucket when measured against 
the 41 million crimes committed annually.
More time spent in prison is also more 
expensive. The best estimates are that it 
costs an average of S13,000 to keep a person 
in prison for one year. If we had a place to 
keep the 124,000 released prisoners, it 
would have cost us $1.6 billion to prevent 
15,000 crimes. This works out to more than 
$100,000 per crime prevented. But there is 
more. With the average cost of prison con­
struction running around $50,000 per bed, 
it would cost more than $6 billion to build 
the necessary cells. The first-year operating 
cost would be $150,000 per crime prevent­
ed, worth it if the victim were you or me, but 
much too expensive to be feasible as a na­
tional policy.
Faced with the reality of the numbers, I 
will not be so foolish as to suggest a solution 
to the crime problem. My contribution to 
the public debate begins and ends with this 
simple observation: getting tough with 
criminals is not the answer
Moran teaches criminology at Mount 
Holyoke College.
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sun mon tues weds thurs fri sat
May 30-31--Maine State Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Prevention Conference,
Colby College, Waterville. Call 
800-322-5004, 622-4704.
June 1-2— CALC workshops on fund- 
raising and "Experiments In Nonvio­
lence" in W. Gardiner. carol Brewster 
, Box 296, Manchester, 622-5234.
June 1,16,23,30— Maine Festival warm­
up events in Portland, Biddeford, 
Waterville, Auburn. Maine Festival,
Box 192, Brunswick 04011, 725-8731.
June 2 - Walk & Roll at Cheverus 
High School, 267 Ocean Ave. Port­
land, Me. to benefit Maine Assoc* 
of Handicapped Persons. 11:00 a.m.,
Call: MAHP 774-436O.
June 3 - Images of War and Citizen 
Responsibility. Mitchell Goodman, 
writer. All Soul s Unitarian Church 
11 King St., Augusta, Me. 7:00 p.m.
June 3-Storyteller Robin Mell0
June 3— Washington C0. M0FGA plan­
ning for Washington County Fair, ~ 
plus 2 PM contradance in Harrington.
Call 483-2234.
June 3,10--"Nuclear War and Maine" 
discussions, 7 PM, A n  Souls Unit.
Church, 11 King, Augusta, 622-3232.
June 5— "Bridges for Peace" w/Jean 
& Dick Harris, 7:30 PM, Damariscotta 
Baptist Church. CONA e/o Julia
I Myers, Walpole 04573, 563-3955.
June 6-13-20-27 - Celebrate the 
harvesting of the Fruits of the 
Spirit. Cost $60. For more info, 
call Heartlight House, (207)282-
0752.
July 7 - The 7th annual Maine Poets 
Festival, will be held at the Institute 
of Advanced Thinking, 22 Salmond Rd.
spaces ’a v a i l 7 & Q. Sleeping 
spaces available. No Charges.
June 7 - Panel Discussion: The guaranteed mutual build-down. Mark 
Bartholomew. Fairbanks Presbyterian Church, Farmington, 
M a i n e
June 7--"Nuclear War and Maine11 dis­
cussion, Fairbanks Presby. Church, 
Farmington 04938, 778-4654.
June 9— Second Annual Junefest, Uni­
ted Maine Craftsmen (sic), USM Gym, 
Portland. UMC, Box 861, Port. 04104.
June 10— Gordon Bok at Maine Mari­
time Museum celebration in Bath.
June 10 - Panel discussion: Development 
of Euromissiles. Richard Eichenberg,
Harvard University* All Sou l s Church
II King St*» Augusta, Me* 7*00 p.m*
June 10— Peace Pentecost events in 
Portland, China, elsewhere. Sam 
Beder, 767-3429 or Sr. Julie Kane, 
873-1146.
June 13-15— "Nursing Summitt" at 
Colby College, sponsored by Maine 
State Nurses Assn., PO Box 2240,
Augusta 04330, 622-1057.
June 13 - Volunteers with Energy 
Saving Techniques - Hartland, Me. 
at Town Hall 1:00 p.m.
June 15-17— Healing Arts Weekend at 
World Fellowship, N. Conway, N.H.
Becky Mulkem, Box 99, Conway 
03818, 603-356-6803.
June 21 - 24 - Heritage Days Celebration 
Washburn-Norland* s living History 
Center. Begins 2:00 p.m* on 6/21 
and 9:30 a.m. on 6/22 thru 6/24.
In Livermore, Maine $1 Admission 
Tours & rides extra.
June 20 (tent.)— Central America Day 
in Norway-S. Paris. Pam Montanaro,
RFD I Box 236, S. Paris, 743-2125.
June 20 - Volunteers with Energy 
Saving Techniques St. Albans, Me.
7:00 p.m. Town Hall
June 20— Scarborough Marsh Nature 
Center opens. MAS^ 118 Old Route 
One, Falmouth 04105, 883-5100.
June 21-24— Casco Bay Movers (jazz 
dance), 8 PM, $6-8, Performing Arts 
Center, 25A Forest Ave., Portland 
04101, 774-0465.
June 23— Maine Freeze Campaign congress
 9-4, S. Parish Congregational 
Church, Augusta. MFC, Box 3842, 
Portland 04104, 772-0680.
June 23-July f--Acadian Festival in 
Madawaska. Chamber of Commerce, 
Legion St., Madawaska 04756, 728-7000.
June 23— Old Port Festival in Old 
Port area, Portland. Lots of stuff.
NEW HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE
School of Human Services
Fully Accredited -  V.A. Approved -  Financial Aid
Master's of Science in Human Services in
CO M M U N ITY ECO N O M IC  
DEVELOPM ENT
 * Classes meet one full weekend per month (Friday, Saturday, Sunday)
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June 22--nScenic Turnout11 at Cannery 
Row, 8 Boutelle, Waterville 04901, 
873-2540.
June 23 -^’Waldoboro Days Triathlon 
canoeing, running, biking, or relay 
teams* Bazaars, street dancing and 
games. For more info, send a SASE 
to Waldoboro Days Triathlon, P.0. Box 
304, Augusta, Me. 04330 or call: 
62>3569.
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